News
Chatham Delivery
A wreath in memory of William Hubbard was delivered to the
Royal Engineers Boer War Memorial at Chatham Barracks,
Kent on 26th April by Peter and Diana Gulland, accompanied
by Diana’s cousins Joan and Jean who are natives of Chatham.
As Haddenham residents it was appropriate for Peter and Diana
to deliver William’s wreath because he was born in Haddenham
although he was brought up in Thame.
Diana wrote: On arrival at the Barracks we were welcomed by Corporal Jay
McLaughlin who was our host for the visit. After we had undergone a security
check Jay escorted us to the memorial, a large stone arch some 40 feet in height
which stands in front of a statue of Lord Kitchener. We located William
Hubbard’s name, listed under Drivers, and laid the wreath followed by a short
service. Jay then led the party around the Barracks, which contained an
impressive number of fine buildings, and into the Royal Engineers’ Museum. In
Jay’s opinion, and one with which we would agree, the museum is one of the best
of its type in the country. Covering the early history from the origins of the Royal
Engineers to modern warfare, the museum is vast. The party was particularly
interested in the
Boer War and the
First World War
displays.
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Crosses Recently
Delivered
21 April 2018
Private
Louis Herbert Plested
Oxf & Bucks L I

Julie West

Bruyelle War Cemetery,
Hainault, Belgium.
.....................

21 April 2018
Private
William Chowns
Canadian Infantry

Brian West

Mons Communal Cemetery,
Hainault, Belgium.
.....................

21 April 2018
Sergeant
Hugh Kidman

Queens Own Oxfordshire Hussars

Julie West

Maubeuge-Centre Cemetery,
Nord, France.
.....................

21 April 2018
Private
Owen Charles Hawes
Oxf & Bucks L I

Brian West

Avesnes-sur-Helpe Cemetery,
Nord, France.

Another Name for Thame Remembers
Recent research carried out by the Rycotewood Association discovered that
the first eight boys to enter Rycote School started in 1938 and studied
cabinet making until 1942. This was at 30 Upper High Street as the Old
Workhouse had been requisitioned by the military.
One of those eight was Ernie Harris from Shiplake who on graduation at
age 18 joined the RAF in 1942 . He served for three years and was flying
as a navigator in a De Havilland Mosquito when he was killed over
Hanover in Germany in 1945.
We consider that his four years in Thame qualifies him for a Thame
Remembers Cross and the delivery will be carried out in July. His name
has also been put forward for the Town Council to consider adding to the
War Memorial.

A long walk to Abingdon
Chris Hurdman, who many of you may have met on the cake/dried fruit stall
at Thame Market, has always been a keen supporter of our project. He is a
former member of the Royal Engineers and when he heard that there was a
Cross to deliver near Abingdon and close to where he lives, he seized the
opportunity. So much so that he decided to walk the twenty miles from
Thame to Edward Brooks Barracks to deliver the Cross for George Archer.
Elaine Kidd takes up the story; ‘Chris Hurdman had fine weather for his long
walk to Edward Brooks Barracks in Abingdon, setting off at 6.00am on
Thursday 17th May from Thame War Memorial. He kept up a very good pace
passing through Tiddington, to the King’s Arms in Wheatley, and passing
through Horspath and via the Mini plant at Cowley, he reached Hayford Hill
by Sainsbury's at the four hour mark.
Resisting the temptation of an
abandoned dockless bicycle he
continued walking over the Eastern
Bypass and to Hinksey Hill, which
proved hard work. He then followed a
single track route through Sunningwell
to arrive at his destination by 11.45.
When Private Archer died in 1900 a
newspaper wrote;

“His made the fourth life Thame had
yielded to swell the death roll of those who
left kith and kindred in order to fight the
battles of their country". George Archer
was one of three soldiers from Thame who
died in the space of three months, in the
summer of 1900, He was 27 years old.
This was a period of British counter
offensives that enabled the British to
capture the Boer capital, Pretoria.

Edward Brooks
The Barracks at Shippon, Abingdon are named after Warrant Officer Edward
Brooks VC of the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry, who originally hailed from
Oakley, Bucks. After the war he worked on the car production line at Cowley and
only died in 1944.

London Gazette 27 June 1917
Award of the Victoria Cross for conspicuous
bravery.
This Warrant Officer, while taking part in a raid on the
enemy’s trenches saw that the front wave was checked by
an enemy machine gun at close quarters. On his own
initiative, and regardless of personal danger he rushed
forward from the second wave with the object of capturing
the gun, killing one of the gunners with his revolver and
bayoneting another. The remainder of the gun’s crew then
made off, leaving the gun in his possession. C S/M
Brooks then turned the machine gun on the retreating
enemy after which he carried it back to our lines. By his
courage and initiative he undoubtedly prevented many
casualties and greatly added to the success of the
operations

.....................

26 April 2018

Driver
William Hubbard
Royal Engineers

Peter & Diana Gulland
Boer War Memorial at
Chatham Barracks, Kent.
.....................

9 May 2018

Private
Alfred John Walter Howes
Oxf & Bucks L I

Sue Hickman

CWGC HQ
Maidenhead, Berkshire.
.....................

17 May 2018

Private
George Archer
Oxfordshire Yeomanry

Chris Hurdman

Boer War Memorial,
Abingdon, Oxon.
.....................

Our Mons Trip by Julie West

Diary dates

On 20th April, Brian and I went to Belgium in our classic car with four crosses to lay, two
in Belgium and two in France. We stayed in Mons, the site of the first and last battle of
22 July 2018
WW1. Our first day was spent exploring Mons, a pretty town, which seems to have
retained some of its old buildings, despite being in Arboretum Coach Trip
the thick of heavy fighting both in WW1 and
only £10
WW2. On the Hotel de Ville, there are plaques
11 Aug to 19 Dec ‘18
commemorating the first battle of Mons in 1914
and the last Battle of Mons in 1918 plus one
Thame Remembers
commemorating the Canadian Regiment that
Exhibition
liberated Mons, of which one of our soldiers was a
Thame Museum
member.
The next day, we drove to find the cemeteries.
11 to 15 Sep 2018
Our first cross was for Sergeant Hugh Kidman, of ‘O What a Lovely War’
the Oxfordshire Hussars, buried in the Maubeuge
Players Theatre
Community Cemetery, N. France. When we
Tickets from the
eventually found the cemetery, it was enormous
Theatre
with many graves for the local community. I had
to ask (in my best French) where the war graves were and he directed us right to the back
20/21 Oct 2018
of the cemetery. After that, it was easy to find the grave. The visitors’ book was in a
Thame Remembers
small white stone block beside the War Graves Commission cross. We signed the book
Book Launch
and then laid the cross. It was very emotional and hard to say the Exhortation without a
lump rising in your throat. Hugh was born in Waterstock and attended Lord Williams’s
9 & 10 Nov 2018
school. He died on 30th March 1918 aged 29.
Thame Remembers
Our next cross was for Private Owen Charles Hawes of the Oxf & Bucks Light Infantry,
buried in the Avesnes-sur-Helpe Community Cemetery, N. France. This was another
‘Ten Tommies from
enormous community cemetery, but the war graves were visible from the road. We
Thame’
looked for the Visitors’ Book, but couldn’t find one. We had another emotional laying of
Players Theatre
the cross. Owen was born in Oakley and also attended Lord Williams’s school. He had
Tickets TBA
seen much action, being wounded, returned to the front, wounded again and taken
prisoner. He died in a German war hospital on 15th May 1918, aged 21.
11 Nov 2018
Our next cross was for Private Louis Herbert Plested of the Oxf & Bucks Light Infantry,
Remembrance Sunday
a casualty of WW2. We crossed the border back into Belgium to the Bruyelle War
11am
Cemetery. Louis died in the Battle of the River Scheldt on 22nd May 1940 aged 21 during
Remembrance Service
the retreat to Dunkirk. All but one of the graves were of soldiers who died in May 1940.
7pm
The other grave was for a soldier who died when the Allies re-entered Belgium in 1944.
Beacon
Lighting
We signed the Visitors’ Book and laid our cross, feeling gratified that he lay at rest with
soldiers whom he had fought beside in life. The cemetery was small and surrounded by
weeping willow trees. It seemed very green and
restful. Louis was born in Shabbington in 1919
and worked for Holland & Son in Thame.
Our last cross was for William Chowns of the
Canadian 4th Infantry Brigade, buried in the
Mons Community Cemetery. The cemetery was
about a mile from the town centre so we decided
to walk. This was the saddest cross laying as
William died on 10th November 1918 aged 29,
just a day before the Armistice. In fact, at the
time the British and Canadian Generals were
criticised for having pushed to take Mons even
though they knew the Armistice was imminent. If
they had not made that last push, some of the
soldiers would have lived to return home.
William was buried with many other Canadian soldiers, who also died on 10th November. We signed the Visitors’ Book
and laid the cross expressing our sorrow that he had been killed so near to the end of the war. William was born in
Moreton, but emigrated with his family to Canada, hence he was in the Canadian Infantry.
On our way back to the town centre, we stopped at the Mons Memorial Museum, dedicated to WW1 and WW2. It was
a very comprehensive museum with many artefacts from both wars, although there was rather too much reading
required. It showed graphics of how the allies were pushed back towards the French coast by the Germans at the
beginning of the wars and how the allies then pushed the Germans back in a very similar pattern for both wars.

Basra Delivery
Most of you will be aware that
Basra Memorial in Iraq was
going to be one of our our most
challenging deliveries. We had a
few false hopes until Allan
Hickman realised that the
CWGC had set up a memorial
book for the Basra memorial at
their headquarters in
Maidenhead.
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digest of news items about
the Thame Remembers
project to keep the people of
Thame up to date with what
is happening.

On 9 May, Allan and his wife
Sue with Mike Dyer took a trip
to Maidenhead to lay the cross
to Private Alfred John Walter Howes of the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry
from Thame who died on 5th May 1916.
They were warmly welcomed by the staff
there and by the time that you read this
newsletter the cross will have travelled to
Iraq courtesy of the CWGC travel
couriers and been laid at the Memorial
close to Alfred’s name.

Thame Remembers
79 High Street
Thame
OX9 3AE
01844 212801

The impressive Basra War Memorial
located in the oil fields outside the
city. Saddam Hussein had it moved
here, stone by stone, from the centre
of the city.
The CWGC staff showed a keen interest
in our project and have included the story
on their website:
https://www.cwgc.org/learn/news-and-events/news/2018/05/22/08/50/community-embark-on-worldwide-war-graves-tour-inmemory-of-towns-casualties

Project Update
Our magnificent supporters in Thame have surpassed all our expectations and, despite our recently adding one
more name to the list, we are on schedule for a 100% achievement.
You will note from the pie chart that there are just three remaining open, neither delivered nor allocated One is in
Karachi, Pakistan where the Foreign Office advise not travel, so this man will be remembered by placing a wreath
at an appropriate memorial at the
12 3
National Arboretum during our group
visit on 22nd July. The other two remain
“fate unknown” where, despite four years
of research, we have been unable to
establish where, or even if, they died but
they will also be remembered at the
Arboretum.
Allocated
The twelve outstanding but allocated
deliveries (including Naples, Jerusalem,
Open
Hanover, Denmark, Tunisia and
Delivered
Gallipoli ) are all scheduled for June/July
197
and will be reported on as they occur.
Thame Remembers is a project of Thame, Oxfordshire to commemorate the centenary of World War One by researching
those from Thame who fell in all conflicts worldwide, and remembering them by placing a Thame Remembers Cross on their
grave or memorial wherever in the world that may be. If you feel that you can help please contact Dave on 01844 215178.

